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SUMMARY  

Agriculture plays an essential part of life, being a constant source of food and food 

security since time immemorial. In India, Agriculture plays a pivotal role of being the life of 

economy. It not only provides food for human and raw material for industrial needs but also 

generates employment for a large size of the population of India. With the demand as well as 

partly greed’s of human, exploitation of nature through intensive utilization of resources has 

caused pollution and imbalance of ecology and environment. In agricultural sector, jhum 

cultivation a well-known age old practice to conventional agriculture or intensive agriculture 

with many malpractices has lead us to venture alternative practice such as organic agriculture 

or organic farming. Organic farming is the practice of cultivation of crops and rearing live 

stocks without applying synthetic chemicals, pesticides and inorganic fertilisers.It aims at 

human welfare keeping in mind the welfare of ecology and environment. Indiscriminate use of 

the pesticides only fires back at humans. Misuse of nature's gift by exploiting naturally 

available varieties with human exploitation and replacing indigenous varieties results in serious 

lasting epidemic problems. This article highlights a brief understanding of the importance of 

organic farming for sustainable production of food in agriculture without compromising the 

needs to meet the future generations. 

 

INTRODUCTION 

Agriculture is a primary sector which plays a crucial role in the foothold of 

Indian economy. Besides being the source of food, it provides a spur of growth in the economy 

by being the source of raw materials and input of industrial and services sectors. A huge section 

of labour force in India depends on Agriculture sector. The estimated employment under 

agriculture in India during 2015-16 were 46.1 based on Usual Principal status approach 

(UPSA) (GoI 2016). The health of individuals is being kept at alarmingly higher risk due to 

consumption of high residual pesticides containing foods and inorganic foods. Only Organic 

agriculture has impacted on the quality of natural resources and biodiversity. Henceforth, it 

being the source of high nutrient safe food to humans as well as animals for their well beings. 

Raising awareness and nurturing the attitude of producers to adopt organic agriculture as well 

as increasing research and development targeted at achievement of organic farming has been 

become the need of the hour. The global ranking of India in organic agriculture stood at eight 

position with 1.78 million hectares area under it in 2017. India shared a total of 2.55 percent in 

the total share of global organic agriculture. The area under organic farming were over 17 lakh 

hectares with a total production of approximately 16.75lakh MT in the year 2017-18 (GoI 

2018). Sikkim, one of the North East states of India became the first fully organic state of India 

and the world in 2016. 
 

Organic Farming: It’s Concept 

The system of organic farming is based on the thorough understanding of the 

laws of nature and its rules. Organic farming in present day terminology, is a methodology of 

production of crops and rearing of livestock’s’ without the use of chemicals, pesticides and 
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inorganic fertilizers. It aims at keeping the air and soil alive and in good health. It is basically 

the use of organic waste and other biological materials along with beneficial microbes 

popularly termed as biofertilisers. “Organic agriculture combines the application of innovation, 

traditional knowledge and science to benefit the shared environment and promote fair 

relationships and good quality of life for all involved.” (Deshmukh M.S. and Tanaji N G, 2019). 

 

Principles of Organic farming 

The principles of organic farming were developed by IFOAM in september 2005 which are 

listed as follows: 

 The principle of health 

 The principle of Ecology 

 The principle of Fairness 

 The principle of Care 

These four principles are the roots of development of organic agriculture. 

 

Characteristics of Organic Agriculture 

Organic agriculture helps in protecting the fertility of soil for a long term by 

maintaining the soil health through maintenance of correct level of organic matter, proper 

biological activity and careful mechanical interventions. Action of soil microbes in the form of 

biofertilisers makes insoluble nutrients sources in soil available for utilization by crops. Self-

sufficiency in nitrogen through the use of legumes and biological nitrogen fixation. Pest and 

weed management rely primarily on biocontrol agents with the incorporation of crop rotation, 

organic manuring, natural predators and limited chemical interventions. Careful attention to 

the impact of organic farming on environment and conservation of natural habitats. 

 

Sustainable Agriculture and Organic farming: 

Sustainable agriculture integrates the main goal to sustain biodiversity; enhance the 

quality of natural resources, economic profitability, and social equity. Organic farming 

provides various benefits for human and earth. The changes in the environment we observe are 

long term in nature and has occurred slowly over time. Organic agriculture aims at alleviating 

such long term effects of agricultural interventions on agro-ecosystem. 

 

CONCLUSION 

Organic agriculture is found to render impacts on environment and biodiversity in 

positive manner. Its application yields better economic and environmental benefits to farmers 

for raising their standards of living. A strong national policy for implementation of organic 

agriculture is the need of the hour. Keeping in mind, the current organic status of India, it has 

wide scope for increasing organic practices for the achievement of sustainable agricultural 

development of agriculture. 
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